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Myanmar sits at the crossroads of the great civilisations of India and China, and overlooks the vast Indian Ocean, 
next to Thailand. One of South East Asia’s largest and most diverse countries, it stretches from the sparkling 
islands of the Andaman Sea in the south to the Eastern Himalayan mountain range in the north east.

Myanmar still remains one of the most mysterious, un-photographed and undiscovered destinations in the world.  
It is a land of breathtaking beauty and captivating charm and is just emerging into the modern world. 

For many years, Myanmar lived behind a cloak of self-isolation, and only recently did it reopen its doors to the 
outside world, thankfully revealing to photographers its unique culture, stunning scenery and gentle people.

The country and its people offer all and more of the traditional delights of Asia. Virgin jungles, snow-capped 
mountains, pristine beaches, spectacular monuments and ancient cities combine with a rich and glorious 
heritage spanning more than two thousand years. Everything in Myanmar attests to a vibrant culture that is 
home to over a hundred different, very photogenic ethnic groups.

Myanmar is an agrarian country with a population of some 50 million, of which more than 90% live in rural areas. 
The Bama or Myanmar are the majority group inhabiting the central zone, while the Shan, Kayin, Kachin, Kayah, 
Chin, Rakhine and Mon and their sub-groups live in mountainous regions closer to the borders or along the coast. 

Buddhism is the predominant religion, but there are also substantial numbers of Christians, Hindus, Muslims 
and animists throughout the country. It is not unusual to see pagodas, churches, mosques and temples together 
in a single neighbourhood. 

Myanmar has one of the lowest tourist crime records in the world and above all, offers probably the warmest 
welcome in Asia. “Mingalaba” is a word of welcome as well as a wish for good fortune. This single word best 
signifies the inherent nature of the people of Myanmar: not only to offer hospitality but to wish others well. With 
traditions deeply rooted in the loving-kindness philosophy of Buddhism, the creed the Myanmar people live by is 
“cedana” or heart-felt goodwill towards friends and strangers alike. This has been true throughout the country’s 
long history, which can be traced back to the 2nd century. 

WHY PHOTOGRAPH IN MYANMAR?

[ NOTE: All images in this PDF were taken by an amatuer photographer on our Myanmar 2013 tour and are reproduced here with her permission. ]
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The name of each hotel reserved appears in 
blue below, and has a direct link to the website 
of that facility. To view the type and standard of 
accommodation you can expect and to read additional 
information on each hotel, click on the links. 

In a nutshell, we have selected some of the best 
hotels available, whilst endeavouring to retain 
reasonable affordability of the overall photo tour. You 
will be delightfully surprised at the level of luxury 
accomodation offered in Myanmar.

Yangon: Where Modernity Meets Tradition
The garden city of Yangon maintains its charm with 
wide, tree-lined avenues, tranquil lakes and majestic 
colonial architecture. It is home to the ancient 
Shwedagon Pagoda, a 98-metre-high stupa whose 
golden glow can be seen from throughout the city. The 
greenery of Yangon provides an enchanting backdrop to 
this beautiful shrine. 

Upon arrival at Yangon International Airport, you will 
be met and transferred to the Kandawgyi Palace Hotel 
where we stay for two nights. Photography begins with a 
guided stroll downtown including a visit to the historic, 
monumental statue of Buddha. Downtown Yangon is a 
maze of historic streets concealing some of the most 
interesting British colonial-era architecture. In the 
evening, we’ll catch sunset at the most scenic jetty you 
can imagine before proceeding to a local restaurant 
for dinner. Be prepared to have your senses jolted by 
our dawn visit to Yangon’s bustling seafood market, 
Indiatown, Chinatown with a special sunset visit to the 
gold Shwedagon Pagoda.

DATE TRANSFER ACCOMMODATION

15 Feb 2015 Arrive Yangon – start of photo tour Kandawgyi Palace Hotel – 2 nights

17 Feb 2015 Transfer to Bagan by air Aye Yar Riverview Hotel – 3 nights

20 Feb 2015 Transfer to Mandalay by air Mandalay Hill Resort – 2 nights

22 Feb 2015 Transfer to Inle Lake by air Myanmar Treasure Resort – 2 nights

24 Feb 2015 Transfer to Yangon by air Kandawgyi Palace Hotel – 1 night

25 Feb 2015 Transfer to Yangon Airport – end of photo tour N/A 

SUMMARY OF THE ON-GROUND ITINERARY

HOTELS, LOCATIONS AND PRE-ARRANGED PHOTO SHOOTS

http://www.kandawgyipalace-hotel.com
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Bagan: The Ancient City of Devotion 

One of the most remarkable and photogenic cities 
in Southeast Asia, Bagan has inspired visitors to 
Myanmar for nearly 1000 years. There were once 
4446 temples spread over its wide plains; today 
approximately 2230 remain, (recorded by UNESCO in 
1988), many of which are standing on the banks of the 
Irrawaddy River.

After arriving in Bagan, we will visit and photograph 
monks in a temple, lunch in a favourite spot in Bagan 
and then to Aye Aye Riverview Hotel to check-in and 
where we will stay for three nights. Bagan has some 
of the most strikingly beautiful temples in Myanmar 
where we have arranged special photo shoots of 
local artisans at work as well as catching sunset with 
the Shwesandaw Pagoda as the skyline backdrop. A 
visit to Bagan is not complete for any photographer 
without an early morning sunrise photo shoot from 
the Minyeingone Temple and a trip up to the golden 
stupa of the Shwezigon Pagoda to photograph  
festival activities. 

For those wishing to join the optional balloon ride 
over Bagan, it is a very early morning departure 
from the hotel in order to board the balloons that 
take you for a low and slow float over the city at 
sunrise. The additional cost of the balloon ride is 
approximately US$400.00. Precise costs will be 
provided on location.

A visit to the Shinpintharlyaung Reclining Buddha is 
on our list before ending the last day in Bagan with an 
excursion to villages that are a step back in time with 
ox-carts and older temples.

Mandalay – The place everyone thinks of 
when the name Burma, is mentioned.
Upon arrival at Mandalay we visit the village of 
Palaik featuring weaving factories and a monastic 
children’s school. After check-in to the Mandalay 
Hill Resort, photographing continues in Mandalay 
and nearby Amarapura. Like Yangon, this region 
offers an abundance of sunset photographic 
opportunities. Nearby Amarapura has the remarkable 
Mahagandayon monastery where young monks 
study – we have special permission to enter and 
photograph. Photographing the “bamboo village” 
along the river is special and prepares us for the 
spectacular fishermen of Inle Lake.

Inle Lake – The home of the legendary  
conical net fishermen.
Enroute to Inle Lake we visit Nyaungshwe to 
photograph the town’s bustling canal life. A short 
drive and boat ride takes us to the stunning Myanmar 
Treasure Resort, one of the many apparently floating 
villages of Inle Lake. An early morning photo shoot 
of the lake and fishermen at work in their boats is 
magical and a good preparation for the memorable 
evening shoots.  We visit Padaung to photograph 
the villagers renowned for their traditional long-
neck appearance, as well as photography of local 
businesses – blacksmiths, silk weaving and a cheroot 
factory, before finishing the day, with another photo 
shoot of the fisherman at sunset.

Photography Lectures and Constructive 
Comments on your Images.
Throughout the tour you are invited to attend a number 
of lectures on various aspects of photography. You 
are also invited to offer a number of the images you 
capture on the tour to the professional photographers, 
who will provide gentle and helpful comments on 
them. The aim here is to show you how to improve your 
images with some simple techniques using software 
such as Lightroom or Photoshop. You do NOT have to 
take along  your own software; we will have it with us.

The tour finishes in Yangon with a ‘farewell dinner’. Next 
morning we depart for Yangon International Airport to 
commence the journey home.

Please ensure you read the “Other Important 
Information” in pages 5 – 10 below.

http://www.baganayeyarhotel.com
http://www.mandalayhillresorthotel.com/www/
http://www.mandalayhillresorthotel.com/www/
http://www.myanmartreasureresorts.com/inle.html
http://www.myanmartreasureresorts.com/inle.html
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
The following pages contain important information on Costs and Terms of Payment, What is/is not 

included, Cancellation Policty & Fees, Compulsory Insurance, Health Considerations, Liability, 
Pricing & Currencies Flucuations, Travelling with Camera Gear, etc.

 
Please take the time to read this information carefully
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1. Iconic Images International 

Iconic Images International (“Iconic Images”) is an ASIC business name, registered in Australia, under the  
Business Names Registration Act 2011. Gavriel Jecan is a professional photographer based in Thailand. Iconic 
Images in conjunction with Gavriel Jecan and a local Myanmar guide/photographer will lead and provide photography 
assistance to participants during the land package segment of this photographic tour.  

Iconic Images is not a travel agent or travel service provider in Australia.

2. Our World Travel 

The sole booking agent for this photo safari is Our World Travel, Licence Number 9TA00049, and to whom all 
payments for the photo safari will be made upon registration. They may be contacted at:

Our World Travel 
Shop 1 / 113 Royal Street
East Perth 
Western Australia 6004

Our World Travel acting as the sole booking agent for this photo tour can also assist you with flights to/from India and 
with any private extensions to the photo tour you may wish to arrange either before the photo safari commences or 
after it finishes.

3. Costs & Terms of Payment

The photo tour commences in Yangon on Sunday 15th February 2015 and finishes in Yangon on  
Wednesday 25th February 2015. 

The all-inclusive cost is US$9995.00 per person, twin share. If specifically requested, a single supplement of 
US$1,950.00 is applicable. 

Terms of Payment are as follows:

1.  A non-refundable 50% deposit together with the signed Registration Form, on or before Friday, 29th August 2014.  
[ Places will be allocated strictly on the basis of receipt of the completed Registration Form together with 
payment of the first deposit ] 

2.  A final payment of the remaining 50% on or before Friday 29th November 2013.

4. What Is Included

• Accommodation at the hotels listed.
• Transfer from Yangon International Airport on 15th Feb 2015.
• Transfer from Yangon hotel to Yangon International Airport on 25th Feb 2015.
• Internal flights in Myanmar.
• Air-conditioned vehicle.
• All entrance and archeological zone fees.
• Porters at the airports and elsewhere as necessary.
• Video and camera fees where applicable.
• Gratuities to local Myanmar guide.
• Donations to the monasteries and to the schools.

Telephone: +61 8 9221 9977
Fax: +61 8 9221 5577 
Emergency Mobile: 0418 912884
travel@owtravel.com.au
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• Meals - all breakfasts, lunch and dinners, commencing with lunch on 15th Feb & finishing  
with breakfast on 25th Feb 2015.

• All boat fees.
• Drinking water in vehicle.
• Continuous assistance with your photography and image processing 
• The services of an experienced local guide who has worked previously with professional photographers.
• Two professional photographers who will assist you return with a number of iconic  

images of this magical part of Asia. 

5. What Is Not Included

• Optional activities of a personal choice. (eg. the Balloon flight over Bagan)
• Personal Travel/Medical insurance costs.
• Travel visas and associated costs.
• Transfer from Yangon International Airport to Yangon hotel on dates other than 15th February 2015, and for  

which a transfer fee of US$50.00/car applies.
• Transfer from Yangon hotel to Yangon International Airport on dates other than 25th Feb 2015, and for  

which a transfer fee of US$50.00/car applies.
• Alcohol consumption
• Airport taxes (if applicable)
• Other expenses of a personal nature
• International airfares from Australia/other international destination to Myanmar, return
• Credit card surcharges

6. Cancellation Policy & Fees

Our World Travel must receive written notice of any cancellation by you at which time, the following  
cancellation fees will apply:

• If cancelled 120 days or more before departure 100% of the initial deposit will be payable.
• If cancelled between 91 and 119 days before departure a fee equal to 50% of the photo tour cost will be payable.
• If cancelled 90 days or less before departure a fee equal to 100% of the photo tour cost will be payable.
• In the case of a “no show” on the date of departure, a fee equal to 100% of the photo tour cost will be payable.
• Failure to pay by the due dates will be deemed to be a cancellation of the booking and all fees paid prior to the due 

date will be non-refundable.

No refunds will be made for unused portions or services of the photo tour for any reason. The photo tour is sold as a 
land package only. Cancellation fees are not transferable. 

For flight cancellations and any private pre and/or post photo safari arrangements, please refer to the booking agent, 
Our World Travel, or to your own booking agent, if used, for any specific conditions.

Credit card surcharges will apply if the fees are paid by credit card. Our World Travel accepts all credit cards, Visa, 
MasterCard, American Express and Diners, which all attract a surcharge of 2%. Direct deposit facilities are available 
and details are shown in the registration form.

Iconic Images reserves the right to cancel this photo tour. In the event of this happening, all payments received 
for the land package will be refunded, but the participant shall have no further claim, of any nature whatsoever, 
against Iconic Images, or its agents, arising out of such cancellation. Any such refund will not include payments or 
cancellation charges for any bookings for private or additional services made in addition to the itinerary outlined 
above. Responsibility for such bookings lies solely with the participant. 
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7. Insurance Is Compulsory
Due to the remote destinations in this photo tour, participants are required to purchase emergency evacuation 
insurance coverage at their expense. To emphasize, emergency evacuation insurance is MANDATORY for  
this photo tour.

Harvery World Travel can assist you with information and the purchasing of the required insurance.

Due to the non-refundability of monies paid, participants are strongly urged to purchase travel protection 
insurance at time of or prior to paying the first deposit. 

Iconic Images and its agents do not represent that insurance will cover such risk of loss of deposit and other payments.

If you pay for this photo tour using your credit card and you opt to use the general travel insurance associated with 
major credit cards, we urge you to check that this cover provides fully for emergency evacuation. Also, please ensure 
that all pre-existing medical conditions, if any, are made known to the insurance underwriter at the time of application 
for your insurance for this photo tour. These precautions will assist avoid any delays in the event that an emergency 
evacuation or other medical services are called upon, under your policy. You should disclose your participation in this 
photo tour to your insurer.

8. Health Considerations

This photo tour is designed to be within the capabilities of average people in good health. Some of the time 
participants may be required to walk over uneven terrain or trails, stepping into an out of vehicles, occasionally 
hiking -- while carrying an assortment of sometimes heavy camera equipment. If you have concerns about your own 
capabilities and/or fitness as it relates to this trip, please enquire with the booking agent, before reserving a place. 

By forwarding a signed Registration Form and paying the initial non-refundable deposit, you warrant that, to the 
best of your knowledge, you do not have any physical or other disability that would create a risk for you or other 
trip participants. Our World Travel and/or Iconic Images reserves the right to request a medical certificate from a 
participant at any time before departure or during the photo tour. The booking agent’s judgment in consultation with 
Iconic Images will ultimately determine an individual’s ability to embark upon the photo tour. Once a booking has 
been accepted by Our World Travel, medical circumstances will not be considered as exceptions to the cancellation 
policy. 

Iconic Images assumes no responsibility for medical care or for special dietary requirements. Due to the remote 
destinations of some parts of this photo tour, participants are required to purchase emergency evacuation insurance 
coverage (see Section 7 above, headed “Insurance is Compulsory”). If you sustain an injury or become ill on the photo 
tour, Iconic Images reserves the right to continue the photo tour for the benefit of other participants. Iconic Images 
will make every effort to assist you while at the same time trying to minimize interruption to the photo tour. 

Reservations are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. Iconic Images reserves the absolute discretion, in the 
event of behaviour detrimental to other persons, to decline any person’s participation at any time during the photo 
tour and cancel that person’s participation in the photo tour, in which case any refund will be on a recoverable cost 
basis only.

9. Responsibility 

Iconic Images and/or its agents act only as agents for the participants in this photo tour, in regard to travel 
arrangements including, but not limited to, sightseeing, meals, lodging and transportation, whether by railroad, 
vehicle, motor coach, boat, ship or aircraft. To the fullest extent permitted by law, Iconic Images and/or its agents, 
disclaim liability for injury, damage, loss, or delay which may be occasioned by reason of a defect in any vehicle, 
motor coach, boat, ship or aircraft or for any other reason whatsoever, or through the acts or default of any 
company or person engaged in conveying the participant or in carrying out the arrangements of the photo tour.
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Iconic Images and/or its agents accepts no responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delay or other 
changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine or other causes. All such losses 
or expenses are borne by the participant, as the photo tour costs provide for arrangements only for the times 
and locations stated. Baggage, including photographic equipment is at the participant’s risk entirely, and as an 
insurable risk. 

Reasonable care has been taken to compile the information in this and the other documents pertaining to this photo 
tour but circumstances change. For example, airline schedule changes, airline fuel charges, taxes and operational 
costs are subject to change. Iconic Images and/or its agents are not responsible for changes that occur and reserve 
the right to change the price up to the date of commencement of the photo tour. Changes in price may also include 
adjustments for adverse currency exchange fluctuations. 

The right is reserved by Iconic Images to (i) substitute hotels/lodges/tents/camps of similar category for those 
indicated and to make any changes in the itinerary or transport where deemed necessary or caused by changes in 
schedules or equipment substitution; (ii) to cancel the photo tour prior to departure, in which case a refund of all 
payments received for the land package will be given. (However, in such event Iconic Images and/or its agents will 
not be, responsible for any other trip preparation expenses such as penalized or non-refundable air tickets, visa 
fees and medical related expenses); (iii) to substitute the photo tour guide(s) for the guide(s) originally specified, 
in which case the substitution is not a basis for participant cancellation or refund, and (iv) to accept or refuse any 
person as a participant in the photo tour.

In the event that, at the sole discretion of Iconic Images, it is necessary or advisable for the photo tour to be 
cancelled due to such events as outbreak of conflict, government intervention, or withdrawal of access/traffic 
rights, or in the event of insufficient numbers being available, the refund of all monies paid, pro rata if applicable 
after commencement, shall constitute a full and final settlement by Iconic Images and their agents of any 
obligations to participants. The operation of the photo tour is at the sole discretion of Iconic Images, having in mind 
the welfare of all participants and the safe and prudent operation of the itinerary and program.

The photo tour price is based on having a minimum of ten (10) participants.

The Registration Form must be completed and signed by each participant at the time of paying the first deposit. 
Participation will be declined in the absence of a completed and signed form. No modification to the Terms and 
Provisions of Registration, detailed on page #3 of the Registration Form, will be accepted.

10. Liability

Iconic Images does not accept any liability of whatever nature, whether in contract, tort or otherwise, for the acts, 
omissions or default, whether negligent or otherwise, of third party providers. Under circumstances where liability 
cannot for any reason be excluded, such liability is limited to the cost of the land package arrangements. To the 
fullest extent permitted by law, Iconic Images disclaims liability in contract, tort or otherwise for any injury, damage, 
loss (including consequential loss), delay, additional expense or inconvenience caused directly or indirectly by force 
majeure or any other event which is not preventable by reasonable diligence on Iconic Images part. 
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11. Travelling with Camera Gear 

When in coaches we will not be confined to the usual airline low weight per person, but we will be using local 
airlines to travel between the locations mentioned in the itinerary, which may enforce weight restrictions.

Hence, pack your camera gear (i.e. your cameras, lenses, etc.) as your hand luggage so that it can be carried with 
you onto the plane. This will ensure if one of your in-hold bags is delayed or lost when you arrive in Myanmar, at 
least you can commence photographing as soon as you arrive. 

It is advisable to have your in-hold baggage shrink-wrapped at your Australian or other international  
departure airport.

Please DO NOT travel with HARD suitcases; roll-on hold-all/duffle bags are better for packing in the vehicles and 
in the smaller planes we will be using in Myanmar. 

Pack you camera gear in bags such as those manufactured by Lowepro, Think Tank etc. 

Ensure you have your longer lenses well packed in protective packs designed for such lenses. 

12. Further Information

Registered participants will be provided with more comprehensive information on preparing and packing  
for this photo tour prior to departure from Australia and elsewhere.


